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Word, World and Image in Christianity: an Introduction
By all accounts Christianity is considered a religion not just of the book, as Judaism and Islam are also, but more especially of the word. The beginning of the Gospel of John (1:1) reads: 'In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.' The fact that Christianity is about the Word, or Logos, makes it also understandable that in its next phase it is to be considered a religion of words, of books, or better still: a religion featuring a whole library. Hence, we can follow how slowly but surely over the course of the À rst few centuries of the Common Era the Bible came to form the pinnacle of divine revelation. While reÁ ecting the richness of divine revelation through its many words and books, the Bible is nevertheless thought to speak in all its pluriformity with the voice of the one Logos, who is there at the beginning and at the end, all the while articulating a single and coherent message (Smith 1995, 46) . 1 No words are holier than biblical words, no book more powerful, or any text more sacred than Holy Scripture (Schneiders 1988, 1-20) .
2 The centrality of the divine Word as representative of all the possible words in Christianity to the point of epitomizing them, subsequently gives rise to various inferences regarding the question whether the logocentric emphasis of Christianity does not exclude a prominent role for other media (Derrida
